
        

SILICON VALLEY REPUBLICAN WOMEN FEDERATED  
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President: Laura Riffle (408)263-0990 ~ 1st V.P & Program: Ellen Longworth (408)354-0419 

~ 2nd V.P/Membership: June Fromm  ~ Treasurer: Naomi Blais ~  

Secretary: Gloria Estes ~ Newsletter Editor/Legislation: Eve Bretzke   

Website: www.svrwf.org.  Mailing Address: 1909 Grand Teton Dr., Milpitas, CA 95035 

 

 

SVRWF Meetings are held at the Blue Pheasant Restaurant 

22100 Stevens Creek Blvd., Cupertino, CA 95124 

 

Our next luncheon meeting is Thursday, February 4th. 

Social 11:30 AM., Lunch 12:00 PM, Cost $20.00 

Call Louise Kenney at (408) 739-4724 for reservations before noon Monday prior to meeting. 

 “A reservation made is a reservation paid!” 

 

Menu Choices:  Roasted Pork Loin with Garlic Rosemary Sauce  

OR Petroli Filet of Sole, sautéed in Pomadro Sauce 

 

Our guest speaker this month is Eric Golub, Author Extraordinaire.  

Eric Golub is Brooklyn born, Long Island raised, and has lived in Los Angeles since 1990.  He received his 

Bachelors degree from the University of Judaism and his MBA from USC.  He has been a stockbrokerage 

professional since 1994. He began blogging on March 11th, 2007, and has been inflicting his world view on his 

unfortunate readers since then. He blogs about politics Monday through Friday and about football and other 

human-interest items on weekends.  Mr. Golub’s blog is the “Tygrrr Express,” and in April of 2009 he 

published the book “Ideological Bigotry.”  It is endorsed on the back cover by Ward Connerly and Armstrong 

Williams.   

 

Eric has written for Andrew Breitbart’s Big Hollywood, been linked to by Hugh Hewitt and Mark Steyn, and 

been published in the Washington Times and Commentary Magazine.  He has been radio guest of Dennis 

Miller, Hugh Hewitt, Armstrong Williams, and many other radio personalities, where he discusses his desire to 

end Ideological Bigotry.  In 2007 he won the Bloggers Choice Award for Most Passionate Fan Base.  He speaks 

around the country to various chapters of the NRWF and other GOP groups.  He wants you all to know that if 

he ever says anything that offends you in any way, you probably deserved it.   Let’s welcome Eric Golub to our 

upcoming meeting.   

 

Come “Talk Republican” at our monthly meetings.   See you there! 

 

www.svrwf.org
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PRESIDENTS MESSAGE     (02/22/10) 

 

I hope you all enjoyed George Marotta, our speaker at our February meeting. He was very insightful into the 

current situation in Washington DC.  We have another great speaker for our March meeting, Eric Golub.  Be 

prepared to be greatly entertained and we hope he will bring copies of his book for purchase and perhaps he will 

sign them for us, as well. 

 

Looking ahead… I forgot to mention last month that our new Northern Division President, Muriel Oles, 

announced her focus for the next two years… “Women in Numbers, - BUILDING THE TEAM”.  She has an 

aggressive agenda to build CFRW, Northern Division so stay tuned for where we are going… and how our club 

will help. 

 

First, Shirley Harvey is heading up our Voter Registration effort and will let us know the particulars at our 

March meeting.  Please plan to help in anyway that you can. Our venue will be Valley Fair Shopping Center!   

 

Second we must all support our Republican candidates from the local, state and federal level.  We are lucky to 

have one of our own club members, Debbie Giordano, running for mayor of Milpitas.  She would be the first 

women mayor in Milpitas’ history!   

 

In order to afford to continue our work we are having a wonderful fundraiser this year.  It is called “Count Your 

Blessings” and you will be receiving it at our March meeting, if you attend… or in the mail, if you don’t.  It will 

look a lot like your normal 1040 Tax Form. Don’t throw it away!  Please read it carefully and please return 

by…  April 15, of course!  This novel idea came from the Napa Valley RWF and they were kind enough to 

share it with us.   

 

Until next month… keep up the good work and keep informed on all of the interesting twists and turns in our 

political world! 

 

Laura Riffle 

President, SVRWF 

 

 

 

UPCOMMING EVENTS 

 

March 4  General Meeting Blue Pheasant Restaurant, Cupertino 

   11:30 gathering 12:00 meeting 

    

   Speaker will be Eric Golub, Author Extraordinaire 

   Cookies: Gloria Estes 

                                                                                                                             

March 11  Board Meeting Barbara Ferguson’s House 

 

March 17  St. Patrick’s Day 

 

March 20-21  CFRW Northern Division Spring Conference, Red Lion Hotel, Sacramento. 

 

April 20-21  35

th

 Annual CFRW Advocacy Workshop, Hyatt Regency, Sacramento. 
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MEMBER NEWS 

California Republican Party 2010 Spring Convention is in Santa Clara this year:  Friday to Sunday, March 12 - 

14, 2010.Confirmed speakers include Mitt Romney plus the candidates for Governor and U.S. Senate.  The convention 

is being held at the Santa Clara Hyatt & Convention Center.  Volunteer opportunities available.  

 

35

th

 Annual CFRW Advocacy Workshop, Hyatt Regency, Sacramento:  April 20 – 21:  This is a great 

event to attend for any and all members with lots of learning and networking opportunities.   See Laura Riffle for 

details if you are interested in attending.  

 

LEGISLATION 

California Update from CRWF and other sources 

 

Nearly three in ten California voters identify strongly or some-what with the tea party movement. Field Poll.  During 

the past year in different parts of the country there have been large-scale organized local protests against what is 

believed to be wasteful government spending and unnecessary government growth and regulation. These protests have 

taken on the name "tea parties" invoking the pre-revolutionary war protests symbolized by the Boston Tea Party. In its 

most recent statewide survey, The Field Poll asked a representative cross-section of California voters whether they had 

heard of the tea party movement and to what extent they personally identified with it. The results show that about 61% 

of this state's voters say they are aware of the movement, and 28% say they identify with it either a lot (12%) or some 

(16%). – Republican Leadership Update 2/2/2010 

 

Employee Compensation in State and Local Governments . Cato Institute.  State and local governments face large 

budget deficits as revenues have stagnated and spending has remained at high levels. To reduce deficits, large savings 

can be found in the generous compensation packages of the nation's 20 million state and local workers. In 2008, wages 

and benefits of $1.1 trillion accounted for half of total state and local government spending.  This bulletin examines 

state and local compensation costs, with a focus on the lucrative pensions enjoyed by public sector workers . – 

Republican Leadership Update 2/2/2010 

 

Ballot Watch 2010:  Yesterday was the last day for proposed initiatives to qualify for the June primary election. Three 

state constitutional amendments and two statue measures made it on the ballot. Here is what you will be voting on: 

Prop 13: Property Tax: new construction exclusion: seismic retrofitting 

Prop 14: Top-Two Primary Elections: Open Primaries 

Prop 15: Political Reform Act of 1974: California Fair Elections Act 2008 

Prop 16: New Two-Thirds Requirement for Local Public Electricity Providers 

Prop 17: Allows Auto Insurance Companies to Base Their Prices in Part on a Driver's History of Insurance Coverage 

 

Jobs Jobs Jobs… After President Obama asked Congress to produce a “new jobs” bill, California Legislators took it 

upon themselves to answer the call for our state. Early this week, Democrats announced their 27 bill jobs package. 

President Pro Tem Steinberg (D-6) estimated that the package would create 140,600 to 197,600 jobs for the state. 

Although Steinberg claims the package is “non-partisan, non-hype”, many of the bills target jobs in the public sector 

and even include some new energy regulations. But you be the judge, view a list of the 27 bills here as printed in the 

Sacramento Bee’s Capitol Alert. In response to the Democrats’ package, Assembly Republicans have launched CA 

Jobs First, their proposals to initiate private sector job growth. Republicans in our Legislature are on board, and 

Wednesday held a press event highlighting their jobs plan. Senate Republican Leader Dennis Hollingsworth (R-36) 

said, “The answer isn't more government, and it isn't more government spending, and it certainly isn't more taxes and 

more regulations on California's businesses and workers." – CFRW, Capitol Update Friday, February 12, 2010  
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National Update from NRWF and other sources 

Conservatives Finish 2009 as No.1 Ideological Group  (Gallup Poll):  The increased conservatism that Gallup first 

identified among Americans last June persisted throughout the year, so that the final year-end political ideology figures 

confirm Gallup's initial reporting: conservatives (40%) outnumbered both moderates (36%) and liberals (21%) across 

the nation in 2009. – Republican Leadership Update 2/2/2010 

 

'No Child Left Behind' Overhaul:   The Obama administration is planning a major revamping of the No Child Left 

Behind education policy. The New York Times article that attacked NCLB, which became law under President George 

W. Bush, neglected to mention that the author of this law was the late Sen. Ted Kennedy. That's natural because, while 

this law, which lays out the interaction between the federal government and the states concerning education, was 

championed by congressional Republicans and Democrats alike, the blame for its failure is being laid firmly and 

exclusively at the former president's feet. The proposed changes are aimed at several aspects of the law which have 

been criticized by "educators" for years. They begin with the elimination of the 2014 deadline, at which time all 

children would have been "academically proficient," replacing it with a goal of all children being "college or career 

ready" at high school graduation. In addition, the doling of federal funds will be based not on student population size, 

as is the case now, but on academic progress. This is designed to address the perceived lack of motivation for failing 

schools to improve. In this way, it's similar to the administration's "Race to the Top" program, in which states compete 

for $4 billion in education monies pulled from the stimulus bill.  The merits of the new program, which will be created 

with input from Congress, have yet to be determined. One thing is certain, however: It will cost yet more money. 

Obama is calling for a 9 percent increase in educational spending in his new budget .—Patriot Post Digest · February 5, 

2010. 

 

"A mere three days before President Obama's supposedly bipartisan health-care summit, the White House [Monday] 

released a new blueprint that Democrats say they will ram through Congress with or without Republican support. So 

after election defeats in Virginia, New Jersey and even Massachusetts, and amid overwhelming public opposition, 

Democrats have decided to give the voters what they don't want anyway. Ah, the glory of 'progressive' governance and 

democratic consent. 'The President's Proposal,' as the 11-page White House document is headlined, is in one sense a 

notable achievement: It manages to take the worst of both the House and Senate bills and combine them into 

something more destructive. It includes more taxes, more subsidies and even less cost control than the Senate bill. And 

it purports to fix the special-interest favors in the Senate bill not by eliminating them -- but by expanding them to 

everyone. ... The larger political message of this new proposal is that Mr. Obama and Democrats have no intention of 

compromising on an incremental reform, or of listening to Republican, or any other, ideas on health care. They want 

what they want, and they're going to play by Chicago Rules and try to dragoon it into law on a narrow partisan vote via 

Congressional rules that have never been used for such a major change in national policy. If you want to know why 

Democratic Washington is 'ungovernable,' this is it." --The Wall Street Journal 

 

Other 

 

"There are more loopholes in President Obama's proposed 'spending freeze' than in an Olympic volleyball 

net. Gargantuan government entitlements (Social Security, Medicare and Medicaid) are exempt. A half-

trillion in unspent stimulus money is exempt. Foreign aid is exempt. The Democrats' proposed $154 billion 

jobs bill (Stimulus II) is exempt. Pet federal education programs will be exempt (including $4 billion for the 

White House 'Race to the Top' standards initiative and an additional $1.35 billion he just requested in the 

2011 budget). Green jobs spending will be exempt. (Obama proposed $10 billion in new clean energy 

spending earlier this month.) Electorally driven tax-credit expansions will be exempt. The health care 

takeover plan is not included. As even The New York Times reported, the 'estimated $250 billion in savings 

over 10 years would be less than 3 percent of the roughly $9 trillion in additional deficits the government is 

expected to accumulate over that time.' Which amounts to a molecule in a drop of the ocean of red ink in 

which American taxpayers have been drowning." --columnist Michelle Malkin 
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COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN 

 

Louise Kenney   Telephone  

Barbara Ferguson  Hospitality  

Alice Wilson   Luncheon  

JoAnn Barr   Budget  

Jane Reed   Ways & Means  

Eve Bretzke   Legislation 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP  

 

Patron Member:   $50.00 

Regular Member:  $32.00 

Associate* Member:  $20.00 

 

*A member of another Federated Club or a Republican 

Gentleman 

 

Membership dues may be sent to: 

 
SVRWF c/o Laura Riffle, President 

1909 Grand Teton Drive 

Milpitas, CA 95035 

 

 

NFRW / CFRW/ SVRWF CLUB WEBSITES 

 

Silicon Valley Republican Women Federated 

www.svrwf.org  - Back issues of club newsletters 

available online.    

 

CFRW and NFRW websites: 

www.cfrwnd.org – Newly Updated!  

www.cfrw.org 

www.nfrw.org   

 

Other Websites of Interest: 

www.bayareagop.com 

www.gop.com 

www.foxnews.com 

www.realclearpolitics.com 

www.heritage.org 

 

 

Don’t have a computer? Visit your local library for 

free internet access.  Your local taxes at work!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

**Cartoons from townhall.com and club member submissions

www.svrwf.org
www.cfrwnd.org 
www.cfrw.org
www.nfrw.org
www.bayareagop.com
www.gop.com
www.foxnews.com
www.realclearpolitics.com
www.heritage.org
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GOLFLAND ®  

FAMILY FUN CENTERS 

Sunnyvale – 855 E. El Camino Real  

(408) 245-1322 

San Jose – 976 Blossom Hill Road    

(408) 225-1533 

Milpitas – I-680 @ Jacklin Road   

(408) 263-4330 

 

 

 

 
 

                 

Support Our Advertisers! 

To place an ad in this newsletter, email ad copy (.jpg 

file or high quality printed form) to editor@svrwf.org 

including $25.00, name, business name, address, phone 

number, and email.   Thank you for supporting Silicon 

Valley Republican Women Federated.   

 
 

 

 

 

mailto:editor@svrwf.org

